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ÅòWe would like to begin by acknowledging the 

Traditional Custodians of the land on which we meet 

today, and pay our respects to their Elders past, 

present and emergingó.

ÅWe thank the City of Swan for their continued 

support to our activities, and for inviting us to deliver 

this presentation during the Harmony Week.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY



ÅSpoken as mother tongue in India, Sri Lanka, Singapore, 

Malaysia, Mauritius, Fiji, Indonesia and South Africa.

ÅSeveral other countries with recent migrant Tamil population.

ÅEstimated 78 million Tamil speaking people around the world.

ÅAn official language at the national / state level in India (Tamil 

Nadu), Sri Lanka and Singapore.

ÅWestern countries with significant number of migrant Tamils 

include United States, Canada and the United Kingdom.

TAMIL LANGUAGE - BACKGROUND



COLLECTORS ðYOU CAN SEE TAMIL IN THESE CURRENCY NOTES



FEATURES OF TAMIL LANGUAGE

ÅTamil (Thamizh) is the oldest of the Dravidian family of languages 

and the only classical language still in use in its ancient form. 

ÅThe earliest written record is ThamizhBrahmi inscriptions dated 

to 3rd century BCE, suggesting the language could have been well 

developed in pre-historic times. 

ÅPossesses the oldest literature among the Dravidian family of 

languages known as ôSangamõ literature dated between 3rd 

century BCE to 3rd century CE.



KEEZHADIðRECENT FINDINGS 

SUGGEST THE LANGUAGE DATING 

BACK TO 6TH CENTURY BCE



ÅVowels 12

ÅConsonants 18

ÅConsonant + Vowel 216 (18 x 12)

ÅSpecial alphabet 1

ÅTotal 247 alphabets

ALPHABETS



ALPHABETS



ÅLiterature captured the way of life of the era 

and the landscape.

ÅReflected the five types of habitats: farming; 

fishing; jungles; mountainous areas and 

deserts/dry zones.

ÅAham(Love) and Puram (Heroism)

LITERATURE



ÅSangam(means òcoming togetheró) literature 

ÅEight anthologies (EttuThokai): e.g. Pura

Naanooru; Aka Naanooru; Kalithogai

ÅTen songs (PaththuPaattu): e.g. 

Thirumurugaatrupadai; Pattinappaalai; Mullai

Paattu; KurinchiPaattu

Å

LITERATURE



THIRUKKURAL



THIRUKKURAL



ÅBook on ethics, politics and love

ÅBelieved to be written between 450 ð550 CE

ÅAuthored by ThiruValluvar, couplet form.

ÅMost popular and widely quoted Tamil 

literature / text.

THIRUKKURAL



ÅThree broad sections (athikaaram) 

ÅArathu Paal(Virtue / ethics)

ÅPorut Paal(Economy / politics / governance)

ÅKaamathuPaal(Pleasure / love)

Å133 chapters, each consisting of 10 

couplets, totalling 1,330.

THIRUKKURAL- STRUCTURE



ÅFive Tamil epics 

ÅChilappathikaram

ÅCheevakaChinthaamani

ÅManimekalai

ÅValaiyaapathi

ÅKundalakesi

TAMIL EPICS



ÅParaiðMeans òto speak or to communicateó.

ÅOne of the earliest percussion instruments dating 

back to prehistoric times.

ÅTholkaapiam, written before the Christian era, 

mentions Paraias a standard musical instrument for 

many occasions.

ART FORMS ðPARAI



ÅWe are running classes every 

Sundays at Kingfisher Hall 

from 1.30 pm ð2.30 pm; all 

are welcome to join / come 

along to watch.

ART FORMS - PARAI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TVpBF0vXCo&t=232s


BHARATHANATYAM
(CLASSICAL DANCE)



ÅDance is the hidden language of the 
soul. �² Martha Graham


